Cradle to Cradle Design Project
Day 1
Watch William McDonough discuss Cradle to Cradle design at the TED Conference.
http://www.ted.com/talks/william_mcdonough_on_cradle_to_cradle_design.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will read the following article written by Mr. Mcdonough.
http://www.greenatworkmag.com/gwsubaccess/02julaug/eco.html
The teacher will lead a brief discussion on what “Cradle to Cradle” design entails, and discuss examples.
The teacher will place the students into working groups of four students each, and issue the following challenge to each group:
1. Brainstorm a list of products that each of you uses everyday. (15minutes)
2. Choose one item from your list, and write down the following pieces of information regarding your product. (15 minutes)
a. What is the purpose of the product?
b. What is the product currently made up of?
3. Discuss whether or not the purpose of your product could be redesigned to achieve the same purpose while using less raw materials.
4. Discuss whether or not your product could be made entirely out of “biological nutrients” or “technical nutrients”.
5. Begin to discuss what your redesigned product would look like, and be made of.
The teacher will lead a classroom discussion in which each student group will present their “product”, and their recommendations for its redesign.  
The group will decide which product redesign would be most useful, and most feasible.
Day 2
The group will attempt to build a prototype of the chosen product.  
Any information regarding “Cradle to Cradle” design is the intellectual property of William McDonough.  His book “Cradle to Cradle”, the series of discussions called “The Monticello Dialogues”, and several of Mr. McDonough’s speeches, and writings have inspired us to think differently.  This the purpose of this exercise is to encourage our students to think differently about the world around them, and to look for creative solutions 
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